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was yet to come. But then, she realized that the old man’s thinking
was very sound. For him, there was nothing else left. What honest
hope could he have but the promise of God? His words stayed with
Sarah even as she and her mother traveled home that day, but they
were quickly forgotten during the course of her busy week.
The following Sunday, after church, she asked her mother if
they could return to the infirmary. Her mother was so surprised by
this strange burst of enthusiasm, that it took her a moment to say
yes. Unlike their previous visit, Sarah was not disturbed by the relent-
less, eerie sounds. When they entered, she looked quickly to the near
corner. Then the old man’s words began to sink deep into her head.
The bed was sheetless, the wheelchair gone. Apparently, he had
received the blessing for which he was longing.
Sarah thought. Her eyes began to swell and tears started flow-
ing. Somehow that frail old man had legated a rare wisdom to her
from another time, past. Her whole perspective had broadened. Per-
haps she would never run fast enough to leave Jamaica. Perhaps some
tragedy similar to the old man’s did await her. She now realized that
her future held many uncertainties. With that in mind, she began to
pray that, like the old man, she too might one day honestly realize
there is nothing left to hope for but the promise of God.
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